
S M A R T  
D R I V E R

Reduce stress each day by planning where and when you
plan to stop. Try parking in familiar locations whenever
possible and avoid areas that pose unnecessary risks.
However, be ready with a backup plan so you can park in a
safe location without running out of available driving hours.
There are mobile apps available that can help with realtime
updates on parking availability.

Parking can be a challenge to find, and if a
driver is not careful, it can create safety and
security risks. Truck drivers need to be smart
about where they choose to park. Here is a
short list of parking tips that can help protect
you and your equipment as well as give you
peace of mind.
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PRE-PLANNING

Take advantage of parking locations that accept
reservations. If not, remember the early bird gets the worm.
Plan to arrive early before truck stops and rest areas start
filling up in the early evening.

RESERVATIONS

Avoid parking on the end of a row or near the entrance or
around the busy fuel pumps, if possible. Either can
increase your risk of being hit by another vehicle. Also,
be mindful of trucks parked over the line or at an angle.
Try another spot, but if none is available, consider taking
pictures of the other vehicle’s license plate and DOT
number just in case.

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

Choose a parking spot with plenty of illumination. Using a
well-lit parking lot can help deter would-be thieves. In
addition, for your own personal safety, well-lit areas allow
you to keep an eye out for anyone loitering near your
truck.

CONSPICUITY

Ensure your trailer is sealed and padlocked. At each
stop, verify these have not been tampered with. Similarly,
use a kingpin lock and double check that the trailer is
correctly hooked before driving away.

TRAILER SEALS AND LOCKS

Always lock the truck and roll up the windows when you
are away, and never talk about your cargo or route with
strangers. Keep valuables out of sight. When inside the
sleeper, use window screens and lock the doors.

STEALTH PARKING

Try to use parking spots that allow you to pull through to
leave. If you have to back out, get out and look before
moving the truck. Preferably, use a spotter.

AVOID BACKING OUT OF SPOTS

Ask the shipper or receiver if you can park at their facility
and sleep on the site. Your dispatcher can help with this
and ask permission when the load is booked.

SHIPPER/RECEIVER PARKING
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Knowledge Verification

1. You should look to plan ahead for your parking requirements.                         
  
2. Avoid parking on the end of a row or near the entrance or around the busy fuel pumps                

3. Using a well-lit parking lot can help deter would-be thieves.
                 

Please answer, and forward a completed copy to your Safety Department/Safety Representative.

True

True

True

False

False

False

Driver’s Name: Driver’s Signature: Witness Name: Date:

Online Learning Library

At Old Republic Canada, we value safety and education.

Our online Learning Library is a tool our customers can use to enhance
their training efforts and keep safety on the forefront of their employees’
minds. Below are some additional titles that can be accessed on any
mobile device, computer, or tablet. Simply go to http://orican.infinit-i.net
to get started.

Value Driven Driving:
Module 1 - Preventing Rear-End Crashes
Module 2 - Preventing Loss of Control Crashes
Module 3 - Preventing Lane Change Crashes 
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